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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
4/18/2007 has been entered. 

2. The Amendment filed on 4/18/2007 has been received and entered. Claims 1-24 
are pending. 

3. The amendment overcomes the objections are some rejections under 112 and 
101. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 
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5. Claims 1-4 and 12-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated 
by Arturo Crespo, Hector Garcia-Molina "Routing Indices For Peer-To-Peer Systems", 
from here on Crespo. 

As per claims 1, 14 and 18 Crespo is directed to executing a search in a peer-to- 
peer system, the method comprising: 

receiving a query at a destination node (section 3.1 lines 3-4); 

receiving samples from a first set of nodes proximally located to the destination 
node in an overlay network for the peer-to-peer system, the samples associated with 
information stored at the proximally located nodes (section 4, second column , lines 18- 
19); and 

identifying, based on the samples received from the first set of nodes, a first node 
of the first set of nodes likely storing information associated with objects stored in the 
peer-to-peer system that are relevant to the query (section 4, second column , lines 37- 
40). 

storing forwarding information for the identified first node of the first set of nodes 
likely storing information associated with objects stored in the peer-to-peer system that 
are relevant to the query (section 4.2, lines 8-15, lines 18-20). 

As per claims 2, 15 and 19 Crespo is directed further comprising: 
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comparing the query to information stored in the first node; wherein the 
information stored in the first node is associated with objects stored in the peer-to-peer 
network (section 3.1 lines 3-11); and 

generating search results including information stored in the first node associated 
with objects relevant to the query based on the comparison of the query to the 
information stored in the first node (section 3.1, lines 13-17, lines 21-27). 

As per claims 3, 16 and 20 Crespo is directed to further comprising: 

determining whether a quit threshold has been reached (section 3.1, lines 18-21); 

transmitting the search results to an initiator of the query in response to the quit 
threshold being reached (section 3.1, lines 9-10); and 

performing the following steps in response to the quit threshold not being 
reached: 

identifying a second node likely storing information associated with objects 
stored in the peer-to-peer network that are relevant to the query based on 
samples received from a second set of nodes including the second node, 
wherein the second set of nodes are nodes proximally located to the first node in 
the overlay network (section 4, lines 6-12); and 

adding information stored in the second node to the search results; the 
added information being associated with objects that are relevant to the query 
(section 3.1, lines 9-10). 
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As per claims 4, 17 and 21 Crespo is directed to wherein the quit threshold is 
associated with at least one of hops in the overlay network and whether the search 
results can be improved by adding information to the search results from the second 
node (section 5.1, second column, lines 6-12). 

As per claim 12 Crespo is directed to wherein the first set of nodes are neighbor 
nodes to the destination node in the overlay network (section 3.1, lines 7-8). 

As per claim 13 Crespo is directed to wherein the second set of nodes are 
neighbor nodes to the first node in the overlay network (section 3.1, lines 7-11). 

As per claim 22 Crespo is directed to a peer-to-peer system comprising: 

a plurality of nodes in the system operating as a search engine operable to 
execute a query received by the search engine (section 3.1, lines 1-3); 

an overlay network implemented by the plurality of nodes (section 4.1, lines 5-6); 

a plurality of indices stored at the plurality of nodes, each index including at least 
one semantic vector for an object (section 4, second column, lines 16-21); 

wherein a first node in the search engine is operable to receive samples from 
nodes proximally located to the first node in the overlay network, the first node utilizing 
the samples to identify an index of one of the other nodes to search in response to 
receiving the query (section 4.2, lines 8-15, lines 18-20). 
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As per claim 23 Crespo is directed to wherein similar semantic vectors are stored 
at nodes proximally located in the overlay network (section 4.2, lines 8-15, lines 18-20). 

As per claim 24 Crespo is directed to wherein the first node is located in a region 
in the overlay network and the first node is operable to store indices from nodes in the 
region, such that the first node is operable to search a plurality of indices likely to 
include information relevant to the query without forwarding the query to other nodes in 
the region (section 4.2, lines 8-15, lines 18-20). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 5-1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-24 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tomasz Ponikiewski whose telephone number is 
(571)272-1721. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Gaffin can be reached on (571)272-4146. The fax phone number 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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